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Background

Dual enroliment, concurrent enroliment, and AP classes all provide opportunities for Rhode Island hi

students to earn college credit.

A In 2013, the Rhode Island General Assembly passed legislation (RIGELDB) that called for the adoption of a statewide policyof
dual enroliment that allows students to take college courses to earn credit at both theh school and thepostsecondary

institution.
A The RI Boardbf Education adopted regulations in Aprd015 that provide all qualifiedRI highschool students access to college
level coursework while still in high school.

AOAccel erated college credit programé means any of these t

A AdvancedPlacement(AP)course:A high school coursehat culminates in a standardized subject area assessment
administered by the College BoardqCollegelevel course based on a national exam, taught at the high school.)

A Concurrent enrollment programA program that allows high school students to take approved college courses taught
byinstructorson staffat a st ud e n t(@Gobegelcougsd tagglet At the high school.)

A Dual enrolimentprogrant A program that allows high school students to attend college courses taught by college faculty
on either a public ora private college campus(College course, taught at the college.)
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Expanding College CrétP C0s f oc u s

A PrepareRI Dual Enroliment Fund

A Makes both dual enrollment and concurrent enrollment courses free for students
A Enrollment began in the 201516 academic year, and is administered by the Office of the Postsecondary Commissioner (OPC
A Expansion highlights include:

A 41% increasein student participation

A 70% increasé in dual enroliment credits earned

A 15% increasé in concurrent enroliment credits earned

A Nearly125,000 credits earned by students since 201516
A This fund hassaved Rhode Island families more tha$45 Million2 over the course of the program

A Dual/concurrent program supports

A Revise and review list of concurrent courses, which the Council on Postsecondary Ed and Board of Ed approves

A Consult with colleges to expand and promote dual offerings in highed areas

A Troubleshoot processes for potential barriers in participation

A Partner with collegestp i | ot | i sting dual enrol |l ment classes on Enro

1Based on comparison of yearly enrollments since 2018017 academic year.
2Based on calculations using today's tuition costs at RIC, URI, and CCRI.
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Expanding College Cré&tl DEOs f oc u

Through the PrepareRl initiative, RIDE has expanded opportunities for high school students to earn .

A All Course Network (ACN)

A Free courses offered statewide on the ACN currently include 23 creaiaring college classes and 3 AP classes. This is now
easier for students to access through the new EnrolIRI platform.

A Expanding AP coursework
A40.3% of RI®Gs graduates took an AP exam in 2019. Thatoés
A Computer Science for Rl (CS4RI) has increased AP Computer Science participatidald&ince 2016 (43 to 737 students)

A Diploma Plus

AAdded a oDiploma Pluso6 metric to School Report Cards to
and industry credentials

A Pathway Endorsements

A Aligning Pathway Endorsements on high school diplomas with Guided Pathways at public colleges, so students can start
working on the requirements for their college majors while still in high school
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Regional Educational Laboratory Northeast & Islands

REL Northeast & Islands is one of 10
Regional Educational Laboratories.

We work 1n partnership with educators and
policymakers to develop/use research that
improves academic outcomes for students.

What we do:
* Conduct research studies
* Disseminate research findings to those we serve

» Strategically engage with partners to use findings

* Design and deliver technical assistance focused on the use of data
and research
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Research study questions

« What are the participation rates in Rhode Island’s accelerated college credit programs overall
and by each type of program?

—  How do student and school characteristics compare across each program type and between participants and non-participants?

- What is the impact of participation in any one of Rhode Island’s three accelerated college credit

programs on high school graduation, college enrollment, and college readiness?
— Do these effects differ between economically disadvantaged students and their non-economically disadvantaged peers?

« How do these outcomes differ across students who participated in each type of program—by
enrolling in dual or concurrent enrollment courses, or by taking AP tests—after controlling for
student characteristics?

Sample: First-time 9™ graders in 2013/14 (on-time graduation in spring 2017)
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Part |.
Who takes accelerated
college credtlasses?
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Forty-one percent of students participated in one or more

accelerated college credit programs

Percentage of students participating
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Mote: The sample size is 8,726 students who were first-time 9th graders in Rhode Island public schools in 2013/14. Students could participate in more than one program.
The percentages for dual enrollment, concurrent enrollment, and Advanced Flacement test-taking displayed in the figure represent the percentage of students who
participated in the given program, regardless of whether they also participated in any other programs. Source: Authors” analysis of data from RIDE.
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Lower proportions of students participating in accelerated college credit programs
were racial/ethnic minorities, male, or economically disadvantaged compared with

the cohort as a whole
Percentage of students with each characteristic in each type of accelerated college credit program
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Mote: The sample size is 8,726 students who were first-time 9th graders in Rhode Island public schools in 2013/14. Source: Authors’ analysis of data from RIDE.
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Dual enrollment was primarily offered through CCRI;
concurrent enrollment was primarily offered through RIC and URI

 EwlednComumem Evoleoinoua

Total students enrolled 2,223 336
RIC 76% 1%
URI 37% 3%

CCRI 2% 97%

Cohort of students who were in grade 9 in 2013/14. Percentages calculated from total number of students enrolled in the
course type. Students could enroll in more than one program type and in more than one college.
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Accelerated program students by school characteristics

ANY College Credit| EverDual | EverConcurrent| Took An AP
Program ' Enroliment Enrollment Test

High school attended grade 9 l Total

Locale
Rural

Suburban

Urban

Urban ring
Driving distance to nearest public college campus

<=1 mile (within walking distance) 6% 5% 29% 2% 2%
1-8 miles 64% 64% 55% 65% 63%

>8 miles 30% 32% 16% 33% 35%

Total N = 8,726. Cohort of students who were in grade 9 in 2013/14. Percentages calculated out of total in the accelerated
program category.
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Part |l.
What are the impacts of
accelerated college credit
classes?
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This study compares students who were statistically similar in
orade 8, before they had the chance to participate in these

programs

* Matched comparison between accelerated college credit program participants and non-
participants who were similar to each other

To create similar groups for comparison, we limited analysis to approximately 3,900 students; program
participants in this matched group are more like the average RI student. Results may be less applicable to

high-performing program participants.
Analysis of the relationship of each individual program to outcomes used the same sample but a less rigorous

design
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How this research study was designed

This study used opropensity score matchingo

Before matching
Participants Norparticipants

) )

After matching o o -
Participants Nonwparticipants Part|C|par.1ts. are matched to nosparticipants with similar |
characteristics. That allows for an apple®-apples comparison

“‘ “’ between groups.
"‘ “‘ Students are matched by grade 8 test scores, demographics,
absences, suspensions, and school characteristics.
14 RHODE
ISLAND

The participants are different from
non-participants.

(Ex. More purples, fewer reds)




Comparing accelerated college credit program participants with
other similar students who did not take these programs:

* Accelerated college credit students are predicted to be more likely to:

—  Graduate high school
—  Enroll in college
—  Be college ready (avoid developmental education in a Rhode Island public college)

* The effect of participation on high school graduation, college enrollment, and college
readiness are similar for economically disadvantaged students and their peers
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Accelerated college credit program participation has a positive
impact on high school graduation

Predicted probability of student graduating from high school (percent) based on model
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Note: The sample size is 3,916 students in a matched sample drawn from students who were first-time 9th graders in Rhode Island public schools in
2013/14. Predicted probabilities were estimated using a statistical model. Source: Authors’ analysis of data from the Rhode Island Department of Education.
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Accelerated college credit program participation has a positive
impact on enrolling in college within a year of graduating

Predicted probability of student enrolling in college (percent) based on model
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Note: The sample size is 3,916 students in a matched sample drawn from students who were first-time 9th graders in Rhode Island public schools in
2013/14. Predicted probabilities were estimated using a statistical model. Source: Authors’ analysis of data from the Rhode Island Department of Education.

Institute of
Education Sciences 17



Accelerated college credit program participation 1s associated with lower rates of
enrollment 1n developmental education (college remediation) courses

Predicted probability of student attaining each outcome (percent) based on model

Accelerated college credit

program participants ® Enroll in college

m Enroll in a RI public college

m Enroll in a developmental education

Non-participants course in a Rl public college

0 20 40 60 80 100

Note: The sample size is 3,916 studentsin a matched sample drawn from students who were first-time 9th graders in Rhode Island public schools in 2013/14. Developmental
education course enrollment was available only for students who enrolled in a Rhode Island public college. Predicted probabilities were obtained using a statistical model to
estimate the probability of four postsecondary outcomes on the full sample of 3,916 students: (a) enrolling in a Rhode Island public college and taking developmental education
courses, (b) enrolling in a Rhode Island public college and not taking developmental education courses, (c) enrolling in another type of college, and (d) not enrolling in college.
The predicted probabilities for enrolling in a Rhode Island public college shown in the figure are the sum of the predicted probabilities for (a) and (b); the predicted probabilities
for enrolling in college are the sum of the predicted probabilities for (a), (b), and (c). Source: Authors’ analysis of data from the Rhode Island Department of Education.
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